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TAGS: PFOR, NL, NS, OTRA 

SUBJ: SURINAM INDEPENDENCE CEREMONIES 

REE : A. PARAMARIBO 0444; B. PARAMARIBO 0356 

1. WITH OEFICIAL DELEGATIONS SCHEDULED ARRIVE IN LESS THAN 

A MONTH FOR NOV 22-26 INDEPENDENCE CEREMONIES, ARRANGEMENTS 
STILL INCOMPLETE BUT BASIC OUTLINE REF B STILL HOLDS. EFFORTS 
ORGANIZE OTHER EVENTS FOR VISITORS HAVE NOT GOTTEN VERY FAR 
BUT GOS CAN NOW DEVOTE MORE ATTENTION TO CELEBRATIONS SINCE 
NOV 25 INDEPENDENCE DATE NOW VIRTUALLY CERTAIN. 

2. WE HAVE BEEN QUERIED FREQUENTLY ON IDENTITY OE U.S. DELE- 
GATION, OUR INTENTIONS IN RESPECT TO ELEVATING CONGEN TO EMBASSY 
STATUS, EVEN ON WHETHER USG INTENDS TO RECOGNIZE SURINAM. WOULD 
VERY MUCH APPRECIATE HAVING AUTHORIZATION TO STATE OFFICIALLY 
THAT USG WILL RECOGNIZE SURINAM AND ESTABLISH EMBASSY. I AM 
RELIABLY INFORMED THAT JAMAICA HAS BEEN TOLD BY THE HAGUE 
THAT IT WOULD BE PROPER APPROACH GOS DIRECTLY REGARDING RECOG- 
NITION PRIOR TO INDEPENDENCE. IF OUR OWN PROCEDURES PERMIT, I 
URGE THAT WE FOLLOW SAME COURSE AFTER HAVING TOUCHED BASE WITH 
DUTCH MFA SO THAT WE WILL BE AMONG FIRST TO ACCORD RECOGNITION. 
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3. COMPOSITION MOST DELEGATIONS STILL UNKNOWN. DUTCH MISSION 
RELIEVES IT LIKELY THAT PRINCESS MARGRIET WILL REPRESENT 
CROWN. VISITING SENIOR VENEZUELAN FORNOFF OFFICIAL DOUBTS PRES 
ANDRES PEREZ WILL ATTEND BECAUSE OF CONFLICT WITH SELA CON- 
FERENCE. 

4. WE HAVE RECEIVED CONFIDENTIAL LETTER FROM MINISTRY INTERNAL 
AFFAIRS, SENT TO ALL CAREER CONSULAR REPS, SUGGESTING THAT 

IF OFFICIAL GIFT IS PLANNED, "PIECE OF FURNITURE, A CARPET, 

PAINTING OR SOME OTHER ARTICLE FOR PRESIDENT'S PALACE WOUDL BE 
ACCEPTABLE" SINCE SOME OF THE ANTIQUE FURNITURE AND OLD PAINT- 
INGS NOW OCCUPYING PALACE MUST BE RETURNED TO DUTCH FOUNDATION 
WHICH LOANED THEM. THIS IS WELCOME GUIDANCE; SUCH AN ITEM WOULD 
BE A SUITABLE ADJUNCT TO SCHOLARSHIPS PROPOSED BY DEPT. GOS 
SUGGESTIONS STRIKE ME AS FAR MORE ACCEPTABLE THAN LARGE EAGLE 
I VIEWED IN DEPT. 

FLANEGIN 
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